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In his first novel, Alarcón reexamines poignant issues found in his critically acclaimed 
short story collection, War by Candlelight, a finalist for the 2006 PEN/Hemingway 
Foundation Award. As war escalates between the government of a South American 
country and the guerrilla factions challenging it, people seek a better or at least different 
life by fleeing into the city, leaving their loved ones behind. But radio-show host Norma 
brings hope to people looking for the lost by reading their names on air, reuniting those 
who are willing. When a boy from a jungle village shows up at the station, it becomes 
clear that Norma is also searching for a loved one, and the visit helps her regain forgotten 
hope. Alarcón digs deep into the collective history of international conflict and current 
strife to bring us the harsh reality shown here, engaging us both as readers and as global 
citizens. Like Orwell, he poses difficult social questions that often go unvoiced, and he 
effectively explores an exhaustive range of emotion in just over 250 pages, rendering his 
insights in beautiful, painstakingly precise language. Literature is fortunate to have such a 
promising, thought-provoking young writer. Recommended for all public and academic 
libraries. 


